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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 PORT 0 02980 271916Z 
51 

ACTION ARA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO DLOS-05 COA-01 10-10 EB-07 COME-OO 

INT-05 AGR-10 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-15 AID-05 OMB-Ol TRSE-00 CIEP-02 /112W 

001209 

R 271840Z DEC 74 
FM AMEMBASSY PORT OF SPAIN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 7209 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRIDGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY CARACAS 
AMEMBASSY GEORGETOWN 
AMEMBASSY KINGSTON 
AMEMBASSY PORT AU PRINCE 
AMEMBASSY SANTO DOMINGO 

UNCLAS PORT OF SPAIN 2980 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, XL, TD, VE 

SUBJECT: VENEZUELAN-CARIBBEAN SUMMIT 
REF: CARACAS 12432 

1. THE GOTT HAS RESPONDED POSITIVELY BUT WITHOUT ANY REAL 
ENTHUSIASM TO THE VENEZUELAN PROPOSAL FOR A SUMMIT CONFER 
ENCE OF VENEZUELAN AND CARIBBEAN LEADERS TO DEVELOP 
CLOSER TIES BETWEEN VENEZUELA AND THE CARIBBEAN. T&T 
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS PERMANENT SECRETARY FRANK 
ABDULAH WAS QUOTED IN THE "TRINIDAD GUARDIAN" AS SAYING 
THAT THE GOTT HAD NO OBJECTION TO PARTICIPATING OR TO 
PORT OF SPAIN AS THE LOCATION FOR THE MEETING. HE NOTED, 
HOWEVER, THAT IT WOULD NOT BE EASY TO ARRANGE A MEETING 
OF HEADS OF GOVERNMENT ON SUCH SHORT NOTICE (IN JANUARY). 
ABDULAH FURTHER TERMED THE MEETING "AN IDEA THAT HAS BERN 
TOSSED AROUND FOR QUITE A WHILE." 
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2. COMMENT: T&T’S PROXIMITY TO VENEZUELA HAS CAUSED 
QUITE A BIT OF FRICTION ABOUT FISHING AND SHRIMPING 
RIGHTS AND SOME MORE GENERALIZED CONCERN ABOUT THE DESIGNS 
OF VENEZUELA ON T&T AND THE CARIBBEAN. THE VENEZUELAN 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF A $10 MILLION LOAN TO LIAT, SHORTLY AFTER 
THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO GOVERNMENT HAD ASSUMED A VERY HARD 
LINE IN RESPONSE TO PRESSURES FOR LIAT FUNDING AND OBVIOUSLY 
HOPED THAT BWIA COULD BE MANIPULATED TO BECOME THE LIAT 
SUCCESSOR. ALSO DID NOT SET TOO WELL HERE. THE RECENT STATE- 
MENTS OF PRESIDENT PEREZ ABOUT ECONOMIC INDEPENDENCE HAVE, 
HOWEVER, STRUCK A RESPONSIVE CHORD IN TRINIDAD WHICH IS NOW 
MOVING TO ASSERT NATIONAL CONTROL OVER ITS NATURAL RESOURCES 
AND BASIC INDUSTRIES. UNDOUBTEDLY THE GOTT WILL GO ALONG 
WITH ANY CONFERENCE PLANS, ALTHOUGH IF IT IS HELD OUTSIDE 
TRINIDAD IT IS ONLY PROBLEMATICAL WHETHER ERIC WILLIAMS 
WOULD ATTEND PERSONALLY. 

RICH 
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